BRIERFIELD URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 


for the 


YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31st 1948. 


et OR er ore ee 


Medical Officer of Health:~ 


DR. A. BARLOW, M.B., Ch.B, 


PUBLiG HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
DOWN HALL, 


BRIERFIELD, 


September, 1949, 


To the Gheirman and Members, 
BRIERFIELD URBAN DIsiRten SOUNCIL, 
Gentiemen, 

In accordance with the \iinistry of Health 
Circular No. 3/49, an Interim Reppert only, on the lines 
of the 1947 report, is presentod for the yeer.iGdd. Lt 
includes only essentilai or uryent matters, which have 
effected public heaith during tne year, Ail records and 

atistics are being preserved so that the annual recozds 
may, as far as practicable, be continuous and mmplete. 

I have pleasure, therefore, in submitting for 
your consideration the follewing interim report on the 
Health, Sanitary conditions and Public Health administration 
in the Urban District of Brierficsld for the year enaecd 


31st December, 1948. 


I am, Gentlemen, 


Your Obedient Servant, 
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MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH, 


, 

f 
a 
6 

' 
=f aC or ey 7+ are “7. 
‘ | ue isd bod | 
7 
i =9 =% 7 
feild er A 7 


j ‘eden i hte 
OU PETC. MARA 
Liw soptetrrasge aE : 
mal: ; +o % a 
4, OR\E 0) emg 
s of . 
moog of | d3oqer Pa 
= : , 4° ~ Pe: a 
i ul? is6eu ¥ Lay 4, my ; 
wh UFiAet of ir pa 
. “ee 
fyassd Sftted Cts Bot 


‘ 


i*4 iVgiy sf 


(ol al? coli ete ienk 
. ; 7. 
“JJLotoo Wweskigese se 

adr 08 an 


STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 
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The number of inhabited houses at the end of 1948, 
according to the Rate Book was 2,476, the Rateable Value 
being £42,775 and the sum represented by a penny rate - 
£178, 

The soc&al conditions were good; the chief industry 


1s Cotton Weaving. 


VITAL STATISTICS 
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POPULATION The population, as estimated by the Registrar 
General for Mid~1948 is 6,900. 

BIRTHS 107 live births belonging to the District 
occurred during 1948, as follows:~ 


Male Female Total 
(Legitimate B7 iy) ~ 104 


tave Birth (Tilesitimate ~- 3 3 
107 
Stillbirths - 2 DS 


Comparative particulars with regard to Live 
Births over the last five years, ame given in 
the following table:- 


1948 1947 1946 1945 1944 
Total Live Births 107 132 117 112 96, 
Birth Rate per 
1,000 estimated 
population 15.5 19.6 ATS) LGe6 15.5 


INFANTILE 3 children under 1 year of age died during the 
HORTALITY 
year, as follows:- 


Cause of Death Male Female Age 
Subarachnoid Haemorrhage -~ 1 4 mths. 
Prematurity i ~ 5 days 
Prematurity oi - 2 days. 


Comparative particulars with regard to Infantilc 
Mortality, over the last five years, are given 
in the following table:- 


1948 1947 1946 1945 1944 
Total Deaths 


under 1 year ~3 6 3 3 5 
inf .liortality Rate 
per 1,000 live births 

28.0 45.4 25.6 25.4 51.0 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o28953022 


DEATHS: 89 Deaths, belonging to the District, occurred 
during 1948, as follows:- 


Male Fonale To tal 
Deaths within the 
Urban District 34 31 65. 
Deaths outside District ‘ 
(in hospitals, 
Institutions etc.) 12 ie oA. 


Comparative particulars with regard to Deaths 
over the last five years are given in the 
following tables:- 

1948 1947 1946 1945 1944. 
Total Deaths 89 LOG 113 92 99, 
Death Rate per 
1000 estinated 
population evo lao ey .0 A L657 
The following tables gives the ages at which deat: 
oecurred also the causes of all deaths belonging 


to Brierfield during the year 1948:- 
SUMMARY OF DEATHS 
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Gauses of Death Under l= 5~- 15~ 25- 65 and = Total 
Dyies, 5. L525. “5s senrer 
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Pulmonary Tuberculosis 
Non-Pul. . Tuberculosis 
Influenza 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Intra cPanial vascl. 

lesions. al 

Heart Disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Ulcer of Duodenum 
Appendicitis 

Nephritis 2. 
Premature Birth 2 
Conjenital Malformation 1 
Suicide ae bs 
Accident ki 
Arterio sclerosis sc 
Permnicious Anachia L. 
Hemipl egia 1. 
Chronic Cystitis its 
Senility A 
Uraemia Ds 
Disseminated Sclemsis 1 
Hyperpiesis l. 
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CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES 
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MATERNITY This service was under the direction and contrl 


AND CHILD 
_ of the District Cauncil until dth July, 1948. 


ee 


The Centre was open at the following timesi- 


Day Clinic Time Open 
Monday Sunlight from 2.0 p.m. 
Sale of Food 2-0 p.m. to 4.0 pel. 
Tuesday Immunisation From 3.0 p.m. 
Antenatol After Immunisation 
(abnormal cases) clinic. 
Wednesday Antenatal From 2.30 p.m. 


Thursday Infant Welfare 
(eonsultation, 2.30 pm. to 5.0 p.m. 
treatment 
Friday Sale of Food, 2s0 Dal, to 6.20 pM. 
General enquiries 
and arrangele nts 
for consultation 
for mothers 2.0 DeM. to 6.0 p.m, 


Attendances at Clinics were as follows:-~ 


Infant Welfare Clinic 


NO. of Gimes qpeneds......... iets CO 
No. of attendsences....... seiaienine LOT 
Analysis of Attendances:- 
New Infants...... ale wine 90 
Sub, 0 etre theta aats SO Lo 
NR Ore Le YS os ee aaa 6 2 
Sub, ee A10 
(2-5 p+eoe 98 
1647 
Consultations 
Wo. of children seen by doctor 270 
Analysis:~ 
New Infants......0.. Se eee Pe 
Subsequent Inf abt ss. 165 
Overage (1 - 2 Ma eO 
(2 = 5 @eoeoeveee L5 
504 
—— 


Antenatal Clinic 


NUpeeh DAMS SOD SNCs <.si.2)s Fic sicle 26 
No. of attendances.......... sss Sho 


Sunlight Clinic 


NO, of times opened.....ce.s. ee 24 
Nite Wi PAC CENGENC Chinas se a esi e's 67 
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Sale of Food 
No. of times opened.......+.» 48 


Quantity of Food Supplied:- 


Dried Milk......1,664 lba. 
VITO eases eves 9em 8 
VATOLARe «ey ot 4 " 
LACtOGZAlL «os seeee " 
GPOBE Ges. 6 6s 490% Zz it 


GUMCO deca. ese 269 
BAVPEY as . + ss ss as 8 it 
BOULALON. cots es 42 bottles. 
VENERAL The nearest clinic is at Burnley, Any cases 
discovered are advised to attend the Burnley 
Clinic. 


SANITARY ADMINISTRATION 
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WATER Brierfield is supplied with a constant supply 
of water from the mains of Nelson Corporation, 
and there were no new sources of supply during 
the year. The water is of good quality and in 
g00d supply, apart frm a few houses in Marsden 
Heights area where the supply is intermittent, 
and a few houses in various streets where, 
pmbably, the jbint service pipes are too small. 
All houses in the District are supplied direct 
from public mains and there hag been no evidence 
of any form of contamination, No examinations 
are made by us, as routine examinations are made 
by Nelson Corporation, Water Department. 

SEWAGE 

DISPOSAL No extensions to sewers or sewage wrks were 
made during the year, and the existing services 
and arrangements have been efficiently maintained 

CLOSET There are approximately 9 pail closets in the 

MODATION District at isolated cottages in Marsden Heights. 

SCAVENGING This was carried out by the Council's ow 
workmen, with a two~ton "Bedford" tipping wagon. 
Domestic refuse is collected weekly free of 
charge from private houses, shops and mills, and 


disposed of at the Council's Destructor works, 
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SALVAGE Salvage Work has been efficiently maintained, 
and the following amounts of materials were 
salvaged during the year:~ 

werghts Material Amount Realized 
Me Cs. Ge Es “Se. “Gis 
92, Polis Paper 6365. ‘0. 0. 
12. On ais Black scrap Lb. 10s, Bs 
50. As Os Baled Tins 65. 5. o 
A As as) ates Oy 12. ; 
L2e. tas Sitchen Waste See vow, 6% 
e 15. Oe Rags & Alun, 326 cS alr 
fe oe Oe. ars etc. AOS E65, “Vii 
Bonus TO aaa Os 
284. 9. 36 & LEO. 175 5. 
Fa eS — 
Comparative figures regarding salvage aver the 
last three years are shovnm in the following tables 
1948 1LOAT j 1946 
Weight Value ' Weight Value Weight Vaiue 
eC ESE ‘ ie 6.Q. a | SA C.Q- & 
Total Beavee se) Awl mel 15 0 $808 ).4159 Ll 655 
Salvage | 
SANITARY INSPECTION 
No. of Nuisance Notices 
Pramises Discovered Prelim. Stat. Remedicd 
Visited ee Oe re 

Sanitary 

Inspections 

during 1948 234, 48 48 12 39 


(including housing) 


CONDITIONS 


STATISTICS 


DISINFESTATION 
Housea, found to. be: infested.....Nil 
Houses Gisinfested.,.csavecssaes oe Nideke 


When required disinfestation is by means of 
"vermicine" and "Cescones" poison gas, carried 
out by the Local Authority, at the expense of 
the owner or oecupier. 


HOUSING 
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The majority of the houses are in rows, stone- 
built, about 50 years old. Later types are 
brick-built semis mainly, many of the houses being 
owner-occupied and well maintained. 

24 Traditional permanent houses were ebected during 
the year and 4 permanent houses were in hand at 


3lst December, 1948, 
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OVERCROWDING 


HOUSES REQUIRED 


OVERUROWDING 


DAIRTES 
COWSHEDS & 
MILK SHOPS 


MEAT 


ait new cases of overcrowding occurred 

during the year, and 35 dwellings were 

known to be overcrowded at the end of the 
year. 

There is a definite shortage of 3 bedroom 
type houses. To meet overcrmwding 30 

three bedroom and 6 four bedmom type houses 
are required. Houses are also required for 
newly married couples and bungalows for old 


people living with their children, 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOODS 


The milk supply is plentiful and its quality 
wholesome and it is distributed thmughout 
the District directly chiefly by farmers 

in the vicinity. Retail milk purveyors 
registered with the Council...s..0.+2-45 
Producers of milk registered with the 
COMIC EE wie cians Meee ee BEN sega ete, Stas or 6 
Perindical inspections of places where 
food is prepared have been made, and the 
premises generally have been found in gond 
order. Periodically, bacterinlogical 
examinations of samples of milk are made by 
the County Council, 

All slaughtering has been transferred to 


Abbattoirs outside the District. 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


All cases of Infectious Diseases were 
visited upon notification, and where patients 
are not transferred to isolation hogpital, 
they are isolated in one ron of the house. 
Disinfectants are kept at the Town Hall and 


supplies are given to necessitous cases. 
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MEASLES 


WHOOP ING 
_COUGH 


DIPHTHERIA 


DIPHTHERIA 


TifiUNISATION 


Diphtheria Antitoxin and Tetanus Antitoxin 
were issued free to Medical Practitioners 

on application. 

102 cases °f Measles were notified during the 
year. They were mostly of a milk type, with 
no deaths, 

39 cases 0f Whooping Cough were notified during 
the year, and there were no deaths. 

One case 9f Diphtheria was notified during the 
year, This case. was immunised in 1945, 

The scheme for the immunisation of children 
against diphtheria has again met with a good 
response during the half-year. 


The number of injections is summarised as 
followss=- 


hildren Resident in Brierfield 


oe eee 


; NO. completed Nin. @iven one Total 

| full course reinforcing injections, 
ee ine Sle hs ee 
| 1 
| A6 16 62 

{ 

| 

Children Resident Outside Area 

! No. completed No. given one Total 2 
; full course reinforcing injeectiona. | 
oe __injection 
2 0 2 : 
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Immunisation State sf Child popubhation as at 
31st December, 1948:- 


Under 5 yr Over 5 & Total under 
of age under 15 15 yrs of age. 


Estimated mid- 
an population 


1948; 536 778 1314 


No.of children 
imm.up to Ath 
July, 1948 296 565 861, 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1948 


ee 


AGE PERIOD NEW CASES DEATHS 
[aa Non- Non 
Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary 
M. Fe M. F. M. FF. M. ae 
Oo-1 = sen = = Oe ~ 
1-5 — - = = - = - 
5 - 10 ~ - = - ~ eee - 
Moe 15 - = 33 = == = 
15 = 20 = ae = = == = 
20 =~ 25 ~ 1 - - - ~ = - 
5 - A5 ~ a = ~ 1 ~ i 
Bee) : ie ; : Lee : 
Bo = 65 7 a : : 4 3 
Over 65 = - e = Uy - 
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CASES ON REGISTER AT 31st DECEMBER, 1943 
On the register at the end of December 1948 
there were 33 cases of Tuberculosis, 17 


Pulmonary and 16 Non-Pulmanary, 


Under le 5.» 2525- 35- 45~ Bore ae Total. 
dg. Ge- 15 25 554 5. 55. 05. 65 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis BGP), eon) dk LY 
Non=Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 
Spine Le 3 
Cervical glands 2 Hie ik, | PLE {é 
Testis nD a 
Bladder & Kidney BY 1 
Left Hand nu 1 
Abdomen 1 1 
Rt.Knee Joint al 1 
Both Legs aL i: 
eee eer 4. 6. LO: Oe ely pans Gas 
Ee ——————— = 


As these cases are dealt with by the County 
Tuberculosis Officer we have no direct | 
information about the number of cases receiving 


&llowances. 
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LABORATORY WORK 
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BIRTHS 


HEALTH 
VISITING 


MATERNAL 
DEATHS _ 


Swabs for Diphtheria........ Positive 0. Negative 3s 
Faeces; Pathogenic organisms ' 0. a 5. 
Sputum for Tuberculosis..... a Ll. ’ 0. 


Arrangements for Home Helps were made in 5 casess 
Grants in aid of Hospital accommodation in 5 cases. 
Maternity outfits are now supplied by the county 
Midwife. 

Number of births notified during the half year 
under the Notification of Births Act, 1907, Section 
203 of the Public Health Act, 1936, or Section 255 
of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936 as 


adjusted by any transfen Notifications;- 


(Bh) Gave Births........ 55 SO 
(b Still PV ETE hig a e.6 a becs ay © = 
fe Potal  Birthse «... 220 se «58 
GO} By MAGWLVeGaie ce eee ee we AT 


(e) By Doctors & Parents....ll 
The number of visits made by the Health Visitor 
during the half year are as follows:~ 
VISITS 
Total number of houses Visited. .ecevevees 351 
Pou, Mumper Of VEGLisi. 56 occ vsae ctv caes vODl 


ANALY SIS 


Birth VISITS. cee eee rcv eereeee 52 
O- 1 LOT EFS Pe a ae Sc «202 
BR = 2 tt @ooeeroaereones +e eee eL27 
ae > " Py ate edie ob ebb 6-0 ole wlOT 
Bape NAGAY Visits... veer es eays 38 
Post Natal : RG ete PR nse eae 
Infectious Diseases Visits..... 2 
Child Life Protection " Ses 
621 

Ss 


There were no maternal deaths during the year, 


PREMATURE "Flying Squad" for emergency cuses is stationed at 


BIRTHS 


——— 


Municipal Hospital, Burnley. Arrangements made with 
the Bank Hall Maternity Hospital, Burnley tec adnit 
permature infants, born at home, as circumstances 


require. 


ILLEGITIMATE No social workers in this area. Burnley and 


CHILDREN 


District House of Help and local cle#gy supervise 
generally. 
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